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impudence, and declared that they who had been ques-
tioned had not dared to own the truth for fear of
offending the Marechal; that as for himself he might
have been wrong in speaking and writing about it, but
he had not imagined that words said before such a
numerous company, and in such a public place, could
remain secret, or that he had done more harm in writ-
ing about them than so many others who had acted
likewise.

The Marechal, outraged upon hearing so bold and
so truthful a reply, let out with greater'violence than
ever against Heudicourt, accused him of ingratitude
and villainy, drove him away, and a few minutes after
had him arrested and conducted as a prisoner to the
chateau at Calais. This violent scene made as much
stir at the Court and in the army as that which had
caused it. The consistent and public conduct of
Villars was much approved. The King declared that he
left Heudicourt in his hands: Madame de Maintenon
and Madame de Bourgogne, that they abandoned him:
and his friends avowed that his fault was inexcusable.
But the tide soon turned. After the first hubbub, the
excuse of " the good little fellow " appeared excellent
to the ladies who had their reasons for liking him and
for fearing to irritate him; and also to the army, where
the Marechal was not liked. Several of the officers
who had been publicly interrogated by Villars, now
admitted that they had been taken by surprise, and had
not wished to compromise themselves. It was even,
going into base details, argued that the Material's ex-
pression could not apply to the vivandieres and the
other camp women, as they alwaystrode ^stride^Qne leg